


Two Words for Time:

chronos - measured time

kairos - opportune time; time laden with meaning and significance

In Jesus chronos becomes kairos.

     The study of Christian History is not a luxury but a necessity! It is the story of what God Himself has said and done, in space and time, in the person of His Son of earth, and in the work His Spirit through the ages. The history of Christianity is to some extent the story of the fulfillment of the prophecy of Matthew 16:18 - 

“I will build My Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail”.

Three Worlds of the Early Church:
1. Hebrew Religion - the Christians regarded the Hebrew Scriptures as the inspired Word of God fulfilled in Jesus Christ. “One of the most momentous decisions of the early church was the retention of the Old Testament as Christian Scriptures”.

2. Greek Culture - The dominance of the Greeks brought together a common intellectual and cultural unity called Hellenism – “to Greekenize”. The Greeks established a common language and a philosophical tradition of Plato, Aristotle, Stoicism and Epicureanism. 

3. Roman Order - The Romans brought the “pax Romana” a period of relative peace and stability. 


Persecution - As Christianity spread it was inevitable that it should come to be seen as a threat to the prevailing world system, and its head Caesar. The gates of hellish persecution came, but “the blood of the martyrs became the seed of the church”. The persecutions were the stimulus to its growth and expansion. Christianity had permeated all levels of Roman society.

Major Turning Point – was the conversion of Emperor Constantine (A.D. 312). In 313, the Edit of Milan recognized Christianity as a legal religion, to be tolerated along with other religions. Accommodation gave way to assimilation, as Christianity became the official religion of the empire. Eventually it became not merely tolerated, but required. The Christian church had moved from being an illegal minority to the dominant religion.

Monasticism - a new and distinctive form of Christian spirituality emerged “white martyrdom”. The father of monasticism was Saint Anthony. He secluded himself in the desert of Egypt, and thousands of others followed.

Basil’s Rule - became the standard manual for the most routine form of monasticism known as “cenobitic monasticism” which emphasized life in a community, developed by Pachomius and Basil the Great.

Creeds and Heresies - Debates over the nature of God and the person of Christ were often prompted by heretical groups within the church.

The Apostles’ Creed was a Response to Gnosticism

The Nicea Creed was a Response to Arianism


     This fierce conflict over the Trinity was between Arius and Athansius, the Bishop of Alexandria.

Augustine – born in 354 on the coast North Africa. His life and theology exert a profoundly shaping influence on the next thousand years of Christian history. St. Augustine summed up the major themes of the early Christian era. He set forth a theology of God’s grace, which emphasized the impotence of human beings apart from grace, and stressed God’s sovereign love and election.

Pelagius - was a British or Irish monk who found his way to North Africa. He taught that Adam’s sin affected only Adam, and the rest of mankind was unaffected – denial of original sin. People sin as a result of the bad example of Adam and society.

“Augustine held to the unity of the race – that all had sinned in Adam. So men sinned because they were sinners, and were so totally corrupt in their natures that they were unable to do good works that could achieve salvation”.
 The early church accepted Augustine’s position, and Pelagianism was condemned at an ecumenical council in Ephesus in 431.

Semi-Pelagianism - also known as Cassianism, took a middle position, which stated that men are not totally dead in sin, but just mortally wounded. This was a system in which grace and human works were to join together in achieving salvation, within in the framework of the church and the sacramental system. This view was also condemned by the early church, but gradually became the prevailing view during the middle ages. The Reformers rejected Semi-Pelagianism in favor Augustine’s view of Total-Depravity.


     In the year 410 the city of Rome was sacked and burned. Rome had stood for centuries as a symbol of stability and continuity; “the eternal city” it was called. As soon as Augustine heard of the fall of Rome, he began to write his magnum opus, The City of God. It was the first philosophy of history written by a Christian author. The city of God, he said, cannot be equated with any human empire or kingdom, however glorious or powerful. The church would extend throughout time and the passing of kingdoms.

The Middle Ages are the intervening centuries between the deaths of Augustine in 430 to the birth of Martin Luther in 1483. Violence and great suffering marked the Middle Ages. The Goth, Lombards, Franks, Vandals, and Vikings reeked havoc in the Western Empire of Rome, while in the East, the Muslims overran most of the territory, capturing Jerusalem, Antioch, Alexandria, and Carthage. This period is also known as “The Dark Ages” because the light of the gospel was nearly extinguished.

Benefits of The Middle Ages - The classics of Greek and Rome, the writings of the early church fathers, and the Scriptures themselves were painstakingly copied and preserved. There was also an unbroken tradition of worship and prayer, contemplation and meditation pass down from one generation to the next.

Characteristic Institutions of the Middle Ages:

Cathedrals - The wave of church building peeked from the 11th to the 14th centuries. The stately form of Romanesque churches gave way to the souring spires and flying buttress of the Gothic Cathedrals. The church buildings themselves spoke of the majesty of God and the history of salvation in Medieval Times. In some ways Cathedrals reflected the theology of the day, which became progressively more legalistic and superstitious. The Dark Ages was a period in which salvation by works became the predominate view and in which the rosary, relics, pilgrimages, indulgences, and many other practices of late medieval Catholicism was introduced.

The Universities and Thomas Aquinas - During the latter part of The Middle Ages scholars of the day rediscovered the Greek Classics, primarily Aristotle. During this “Renaissance”, Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274), considered to be the greatest scholastic theologian of The Middle Ages, is attributed for creating a new basis for theology. No longer was Scripture interpreted and understood strictly by itself, but must also be seen to be in harmony with human reason. Revelation and human reason were now seen as equals, not in opposition to each other.

The Standard Rule of the Day - Scripture must be interpreted in light of human reasoning and tradition. As a result the Scripture’s sufficiency was undermined and seen as less important in determining “Truth”. From this time forward “Rationalism” became the official dogma of the church and Aquinas’ theology became to be regarded as normative for the Roman Catholic tradition.

The Monastic Tradition and St. Francis of Assisi - The Monastic tradition involved the love of learning and a desire for God. For most monks their devotion to live an ascetic Christian life in a separate community was an attempt to promote Christ-likeness to the fullest, as they saw it – a life of simplicity and poverty. The rule of Saint Benedict provided a blueprint for a well-ordered Christian community of prayer and work. The work of Benedictine monks involved physical labor: clearing the forest, farming, and copying ancient manuscripts and studying biblical texts. At the heart was the priority of Christian worship, praying the Psalms, and singing the Gregorian chant.

     However, their zeal was misguided and ultimately failed to bring about the desired result. Eventually the monasteries became rich and monks became embroiled in complex politic schemes to gain places of prominence.

The Mendicant Orders - In the 13th century the rise of the Dominicans, and Franciscans introduced something radically new and different. The word “mendicant” means “beggar”. These new order of monks went about all of Europe begging on behalf of themselves and the poor, ministering to all the needy in Jesus’ name.

The Stand Out above all others was Francis of Assisi. He was from a rich cloth merchant family who in his early years indulged himself in worldly pleasures. After spending a year as a POW, followed by a severe illness, Francis came to see the vanity of his former life. His conversion coincided with his identification with the helpless, the poor, and the sick. Confronted by hundreds of beggars in Rome, he exchanged his fine cloths for beggar’s rags, and walked the streets begging with them.

     Eventually, Francis gathered around him a company of like-minded disciples, living a homeless life of poverty, intending to imitate the way of Christ and His disciples. The Franciscans way of life challenged the growing power and corrupt ecclesiastical system, but was to unrealistic to survive the allurements of time and history.

Reform on the Horizon - “The whole world, the clergy, all Christian people knew that a reform of the church was both necessary and expedient”. John Wycliffe in England, Jon Huss in Bohemia, Savanarola in Florence and the Waldensians preaching all over Europe spoke out against the worldliness of the clergy and sought to bring reform. Though they themselves saw little success, they planted the seeds for reform.

The Fall of Constantinople by the Ottoman Turks, in 1453, was the beginning of the end of The Middle Ages. The publication of Erasmus’ Greek New Testament in 1516 and the reading of that Greek text by Martin Luther a few months later were the birth pangs of the Reformation and the rediscovery of the Gospel of Grace.


The Best of Times - This was an age of discovery, new expressions, and inventions. This was a time of exploration and European expansion. The geographic horizon was extended when Christopher Columbus discovered a new world in 1492. This was a time of scientific discovers. The astronomic horizon was expanded by the invention of the telescope by Galileo. This was a time of new expressions in art and culture, a “Renaissance”. Raphael, Michelangelo, and Leonardo Da Vinci elevated the artistic and architectural horizon. And it was a time of a new literary and learning explosion. The horizon of knowledge spread farther than ever, with the invention of the printing press by Johann Gutenberg in 1455.

The Worst of Times - This was an age of death, violence, and persecution. This was a time of the Bubonic Plague or “Black Death”. The horizon of death seemed to rise ever so closer. This was a time of revolts, revolutions, uprisings, violence and war. The war machine seemed to be ever present on the horizon of Europe. It was a time of religious intolerance. Catholics persecuted Protestants, Protestants persecuted Catholics, and Catholics and Lutherans persecuted the Anabaptists. In England the Anglicans persecuted separatist groups, such as the Puritans and the Baptist. Thousands of so-called “witches” were put to death in a frenzy of persecution. The religious horizon became increasing murky.

A Corrupt Church - In the middle of all of this sat the major institution of the day, the Church. The Church had become increasing corrupt in many ways, even to the highest office – the popes of the day were beset with corruption, which came with the power, wealth, and prestige they possessed. Sexual immorality – fornication and even homosexuality was existent among them. Alexander VI (1492-1503) one of the most notorious of the Renaissance Popes, boasted of numerous illegitimate children, some of whom he elevated to high offices in the church.

Reformers:
Desiderius Erasmus protested against such abuses in the church. Erasmus himself the illegitimate son of a Dutch priest, was a moral reformer. He saw little value in external religious rites such as pilgrimages or the rosary or relics. Erasmus’s solution was to go back to the source of classical and Biblical antiquity, especially the New Testament. In 1516, he published the first critical edition of the Greek New Testament. It was this very volume that Martin Luther would use to develop his reforming theology.

Martin Luther - Reform was inevitable and necessary. The Reformation official began on October 31st, 1517, on the eve of “All Saints Day”, when Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses on the door of the castle church of Wittenberg, Germany. He was protesting the religious “hucksterism” of a Dominican friar named Tetzel who had come selling indulgences on behalf of the pope. An indulgence was a “payment for sin”, money used to purchase the forgiveness of sin. Luther was incensed.

     Luther initially studied Law, at the request of his father, but later joined the order of Augustinian Monks. In the monastery, he sought to find an answer to the question which plagued his soul: “How can I find a gracious God? What can I do to please God?”

     Luther was not just a regular monk, but also a scrupulous one. Luther said, “If ever a monk could get to heaven because of his monkery, it was I”. He was always asking himself, “Is there ever any ‘enough’ to satisfy God?” Not knowing when enough was enough he began to doubt the goodness and mercy of God. Instead of loving God, he said, “I hate Him!”

     While studying the book of Romans, he came to 1:17. He realized that God righteousness, because of Jesus Christ’s work of redemption, accounts the unrighteous sinner acceptable in His sight. Justification by faith “alone” apart from good works attributes salvation. The entire Reformation grew out of Luther’s fundamental insight into the gracious character of God.

     Perhaps Luther’s single greatest contribution to the Reformation was his translation of the Bible into German. “Everyone’” he said, ”should be able to take the Word of God in their hands and read it with their eyes”. Though Luther had great respect for the writings of the early church fathers, he believed that they should be subordinate to the Word of God.

The Doctrinal Drum Beats of the Reformation were:
By Faith Alone In Christ Alone, Through the Scripture Alone!

     In 1521, Luther stood before the emperor, Charles V, at the Diet of Worms and refused to recant these truths, saying:

“Unless I am persuaded by reason and by conscience, I cannot and I will not recant. Here I stand, I can do no other, so help me God. Amen”.

Huldrych Zwinqli - was a powerful preacher who led a parallel and yet distinctive movement of reform in Switzerland. In 1519, he became the pastor of the famous Great Minster Church in Zurich. It was here that he began to make reforms in theology as well as in worship practices. After a public disputation between Zwingli and the Catholic John Fabri, the city council agreed that Zwingli could continue to preach God’s Word and to lead the church to abandon those traditional practices, which had no foundation in Scripture.

     In 1529, Zwingli and Luther met in the city of Marburg, Germany. Though they held to many of the same beliefs, they could not agree on the nature of the Lord’s Supper. Luther held that Christ was bodily present in the sacrament of the alter “in, with, and under” the elements of bread and wine. Zwingli saw the Lord’s Supper as a memorial feast. The two great leaders were never reconciled. Consequently, the Protestant Reformation developed into two competing camps with different confessions: the Lutheran tradition and the Reformed tradition.

     In 1530, Zwingli was killed at the battle of Kappel defending his beliefs with a sword against Catholic invaders.

John Calvin was a Frenchman whose sudden conversion in 1533 came to him not long after he was introduced to the teachings of Martin Luther, while in Paris. Three years later he was in the city of Basel, a refugee from religious persecution. Here he wrote the first addition, which later was revised and expanded numerous times, The Institutes of the Christian Religion. It was a brilliant, systematic introduction to Reformation theology. The Institutes is a work that all theologians since Calvin build upon. “Calvinism” is much bigger than just a discussion about the mystery of predestination. The Institutes follows the order of the “Apostle Creed”.

· BOOK ONE is about the knowledge of God.

· BOOK TWO focuses on the person and work of Christ.

· BOOK THREE explores the work of the Holy Spirit.

· BOOK FOUR is about the nature of the Church and it place in the world.

     Calvin also wrote a commentary on every book of the Bible, except for the book of Revelation, because he said, “I do not understand it”.

     “Calvinism” became an international movement of great political and social significance, thanks significantly to the distribution of the Geneva Bible (1560) that also contained footnotes by Calvin. Because so many Englishmen were reading the Geneva Bible and its Calvinist footnotes, this so angered the then King James I of England that he ordered the publication of a new “Authorized” English version – “The King James Version”, completed in 1611. Ironically, the same group who translated the KJV also adopted the “Westminster Confession” (1646) a strictly Calvinistic statement of faith. The first Baptist confessions of faith adopted a Calvinistic position in both England and America.

The Great Achievements of the Age:
· The Recovery of the Gospel

· The Translation and Distribution of the Bible Among the Common People

· The Great Doctrine of Justification by Faith Alone

· The Priesthood of All Believers

· The Lordship of Christ Over All of Life

Arminianism and Calvinism in its Historical Context

In 1559 Calvin published his final edition to the “Institutes of the Christian Religion”. Throughout all of Europe the Reformers where influenced greatly by either Luther’s or Calvin’s teachings on man’s total dependence on God’s grace for salvation. In Holland, the Dutch Reform Church in 1571 adopted the “Belgic Confession”, a strongly Calvinistic document. A professor of theology, by the name of Jacob Arminius, taught at the University of Leiden. He held to most Reformation teaching, but denied the doctrine of eternal security and questioned whether grace was necessary for one to come to faith. He wanted to hold up the goodness and mercy of God.

A year after his death a group of his students lead by John Uytenbogaert meet in 1610 and drew up a “Remonstrance” a protest, a petition for toleration of their beliefs and a summation of their views in 5 points to the Church of Holland. This caused a great upheaval, because for some they saw it as a throwback to Catholicism.

In 1618 a synod was convened to settle the issue in Dort. There were 84 members and 18 secular commissioners. Several Arminians attended as well. They meet in 154 sessions over 7 months. On May 9th, 1619 the Synod of Dort rejected the new Arminianism on the grounds that it was unscriptural. In its placed they adopted what came to be known as “The Five Points of Calvinism”, to refute “The Five Points of Arminianism”. “Calvinism” was the predominated view among all Protestants groups until John Wesley popularized his own form of Arminianism among the Methodist. Arminians left open the question of the “Perseverance of the Saints”. Not deciding one way or the other. Wesleyanism denies “Eternal Security” and “Perseverance” all together.

It must be pointed out that “The Five Points of Calvinism” are not a full exposition of Calvin’s theology. It not completely clear whether even Calvin himself would have adopted these five points himself. There is good evidence in fact from Calvin’s comments on John 3:16, that he would not have accepted “Limited Atonement”, according to Dr. C. Norman Sellers.

The Five Points of Arminianism - DAISY
The Five Points of Calvinism - TULIP
Human Ability

                                Total Depravity

Conditional Election
                                Unconditional Election

Unlimited Atonement
                                Limited Atonement

Resistible Grace

                                Irresistible Grace

      Falling From Grace?
                                Perseverance of the Saints

Calvinism is not Ultra-Calvinism. Ultra-Calvinism is double predestination – God chose some to be saved and some to be damned. Calvinism proper does not teach double predestination, even though most Arminians think that it does. To reject Arminianism is not equivalent to rejecting the existence of free will. Also, Calvinism is not fatalism – that God predetermines everything in our lives, even the smallest details. Calvinism teaches that God chooses some people for salvation, but those who are damned have no one to blame but themselves. Calvinism teaches both God’s Sovereignty in salvation and human responsibility. Arminianism severely weakens the doctrine of the sovereignty of God, minimizes the depths of man’s sin and gives to much ability to humanity. In reality, it is a denial of the doctrine of predestination. Ultra-Calvinism is a denial of the doctrine of human responsibility.

-- Two Extremes -- 

                Arminianism


                                    Ultra-Calvinism
     Both attempt to explain human responsibility, “free will”, and God’s Sovereignty by human reasoning. It is true that either of these views make more logical human sense. But the important thing is to understand what the Bible teaches, what makes “Biblical Sense”, not what makes “Human Sense”.

To the Glory of God - The period immediately following the Reformation was a time of great achievement for the church. This was the age of Bach, who wrote on every piece of music, “To God alone be the glory”. The greatest selling book, only next to the Bible, “Pilgrims Progress” was written by the Calvinist and Baptist Separatist John Bunyan. Artist Ruben and Rembrandt and the amazing art and architecture of the Baroque period were all majestic witnesses to the Christian vision. In the Scientific world, Copernicus changed the way people viewed the world literally. “The earth is not the center of the universe, Copernicus said, but merely one of several planets revolving around the sun”. Sir Isaac Newton drew up in complete mathematical form, a mechanical view of nature. He set out laws of nature in which he tried to prove that the universe was divinely ordered. Newton accepted the Bible as truth and did not see a conflict between faith and reason. Though modern science was born out a Christian worldview, and many intellectuals were willing to accept Newton’s mathematics, they were however, not willing to accept his faith.

From Faith to Reason - From the time of Luther to Wesley and from Wesley to today the Christian world experienced a major paradigm shift from the age faith to the age of reason. Just prior to the Reformation, during the Renaissance, and the era following the Reformation, known as the Enlightenment, human reason slowly took a predominate position over faith as the church drifted away from the Reformation teaching of “Solo Scripture”. Rationalism first bubbled to the surface with Aquinas and Erasmus. It came to full bloom in the Enlightenment, and has become the predominate worldview in modern times. Reason was seen as faith’s equal by Aquinas, it was placed over faith during the Enlightenment, and today human reason has become the determiner of all things and faith has become totally obsolete.

Reaction to Rationalism - The Church has reacted to Rationalism in two movements: Pietism and Methodism in the 17th and 18th century and the “Charismatic Movement” in the 20th century. These movements reacted not by defeating Rationalism with the truth of Scripture, but by slowing abandoning the mind, and placing more emphasis on experience and the application of the faith. The danger within these movements is the placing of experience before the Truth. As a result, one’s experience becomes the ultimate determiner of truth.

     Modern liberalism reacted to Rationalism, not returning to the faith of the Bible, but with Neo-Orthodoxy. The nonreligious world has reacted to the hopelessness of Rationalism with Existentialism and eastern mysticism.
Rene Descartes - a French philosopher introduced a new method of knowledge based on the principle of radical doubt, “I think therefore I am”, that is, the only thing anyone can be certain about is what one sees with their own eyes and experiences. All other things should be called into question, especially revealed truth and religious thought.

What is the Enlightenment? - It was a system of belief that permeated the culture and religion in the 17th and 18th century, characterized by two primary thoughts:

1) “The Rise of the Imperial Self”. The German philosopher Immanuel Kant summarized the Enlightenment with the saying “dare to think for yourself” -- One’s own reason is the soul determiner of truth.

      2) A radical suspicion and distrust of authority and tradition, especially Christian authority and tradition.

The Enlightenment’s Attack on Christianity - took on two forms:

1) Sarcasm and Ridicule – the leading mouthpiece was Voltaire who denounced and scoffed at Christian doctrines and beliefs.

2) Reason and Refinement – they attempted to eliminate everything that they felt was offensive to reason, such as: special revelation, miracles, angles, demons, judgment, hell, and substitutionary atonement, etc. Thomas Jefferson published a special edition of the N.T. in which he literally cut out all the verses, which he felt were unreasonable. 

Christian Response to the Enlightenment - A few, such as John Locke and Joseph Butler attempted to respond to the critics, but saw little impact. Others hoped to escape the Rationalist by ignoring their intellectual arguments and by emphasizing the experiential aspects of the faith in Pietism and Methodism.

Pietism was about “the internal evidence”, which stressed three things:

· The importance of the new birth, which implied a life of holiness and complete devotion to Christ.

· Personal renewal was within the context of the small group, prayer circle, and the Bible study fellowship.

· Opposition to the world, expressed through a distinctive form of dress and food, and an abstinence from certain worldly activities: dancing, drinking, the theater, etc.

     Pietism arose as a movement within Lutheranism. The Pietist stressed the religious renewal of the individual and experiential oneness with God over against arid scholasticism in theology and extreme formalism in worship. The Pietist opposed Rationalism not with rational arguments, but with revival. The German Lutheran Johann Arndt and the English Puritan William Perkins developed a devotional theology of regeneration, sanctification, and the inner life. Men like Philip Spener, founder of Lutheran Pietism re-emphasized the importance of the new birth, personal faith and Christian experience.

Missionary Minded - Some Pietist opposed the world by attempting to escaped its influence. A much larger group sought to confront the world with the gospel. These Pietist pioneered works of charity among the poor, orphanages, medical missions, and Bible societies. It was among Moravian Pietist, founded by Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, who paved the way for the modern missionary movement. Zinzendorf gathered around him a group of refugees who dedicated themselves to carrying the gospel into all the world. And it was at a Moravian prayer meeting on Aldergate Street in London where John Wesley found “his heart strangely warmed” and the Methodist Revival began.

John Wesley was born in 1703, one of 19 children. A PK, who nearly perished in a house fire when he was only six years old. He later attended Oxford with his brother Charles and meet George Whitefield. At Oxford they formed a small Pietist group, called the “Holy Club”. After a failed missionary tour and a love affair in Georgia, he returned to England. On the return trip the ship was caught in a storm and Wesley was impressed by a group of Moravins who faced the danger with great peace and poise. In England, his famous conversion at a Moravian Bible Study was the beginning of a ministry in which he traveled 225,000 miles and preached 40,000 sermons. Along with his brother Charles, producing over 7000 sacred songs and poems, set the Methodist movement on fire and evangelical revival throughout England. His movement soon spread to America and throughout the world.

A Summary of Wesley’s Theology:

· Faith Alone

· Working in love

· Leading to holiness
     Wesley brought together the personal and social sides of Christianity. “His concern for the practical application of the Gospel was never divorced from the primary message of God’s love and grace in Jesus Christ. In an age when Christianity seemed to be overwhelmed by the rising tide of rationalism and unbelief, the “Evangelical Awakening” ignited new fire in God’s people, inspiring them once again to be a vital force in the life of the world”.

The Place of Truth and Love - Truth determined by the Scriptures alone and applied and experienced based on that truth equals a true and loving faith. Self-determined truth, (based not on the Scripture), will result in a false and counterfeit faith. Biblical truth not applied and experienced in life will result in a dead or useless faith that is neither loving, nor kind.


New Beginnings - With Europe ravaged by war, division, and persecution, America represented a land of new beginnings. The colonist hoped to build a “Holy Commonwealth”. The Baptist pioneer John Clark called it, “a lively experiment”. In the famous words of Massachusetts Bay’s governor John Winthrop they sought to create “a city set on a hill sending forth the light of the gospel unto the uttermost ends of the earth”. America was to be the “New Israel”. One constant theme permeates the history of Christianity in America – It is the mission of fulfilling God’s purpose in the New World in a new way.

The Puritan’s Story begins in Old England, during the reign of Queen Elizabeth, when a number of her subjects objected to the slow pace of reform with the Church of England. These Puritans wanted to remove the vestiges of popery with a more biblical pattern of worship.

There were two types of Puritans:

1) Those who wanted to work for change from within the Church of England.

2) Those who were less patient and separated themselves to restore “the old, glorious face of primitive Christianity” by starting all over again. They were “Puritans in a hurry”.

The Pilgrims - When James I came to the throne in 1603, he was not going to tolerate these nonconformist. Many of the Separate Puritans fled to Holland. After several years, many were not content with their life in Holland and several of the Separatists decided to transplant their community to the New World.

     Against all odds, the Pilgrim Fathers survived the treacherous ocean voyage to establish the first Protestant Church in New England. Through many trials the Pilgrims established a Christian community of courage and faith.

Puritans in America - Years later many non-separatist Puritans came and settled in the Massachusetts Bay Colony. The Pilgrims had come to light a candle. The Puritans aimed to build a city set on a hill.

     The Puritan influence on American culture was far out of proportion to their numbers. By no means were the Puritans dull and boring, but were exuberant in life. “They enjoyed painters and poets. Read great books and listened to great music. They wore bright cloths and lived in beautifully decorated homes”. And they enjoyed sexual pleasures within the context of marriage. By today’s standards they would seem backward, but in their own day they were a progressive group. Puritanism was a “back to the future” - a movement that called the people of New England back to God, the Bible and the Reformation.

     Puritans were Augustinian and Calvinistic in theology. “Salvation was the work of grace which resulted in the miracle of conversion – a turning from sin to trust the promise of forgiveness and justification through Christ’s death on the cross… The Puritans sought to bring every activity and relationship into conformity with the will of God as revealed in His Word”.

The Struggle for Religious Liberty - The Puritans were not only interested in personal spiritual renewal, but also wanted to create an ordered and godly society. They hoped to establish a new theocracy – a society based on their own beliefs. They attempted to apply the rule of Christ by including and enforcing the civil code of the Mosaic Law on all people. Their vision dominated New England for a century of more.

     It is said that, “The Puritans came to New England to worship God in their own way, but not in anyone else’s.” They harked back to an earlier medieval idea and insisted upon religious conformity within the colony. But dissenters or nonconformist arose and challenged the close alliance between church and state.

Two Major Nonconformist:

1) Anne Hutchinson

2) Roger Williams

Anne Hutchinson was a devotee of the Puritan Minister Rev. John Cotton. She applied a more mystical view of God’s grace and denied any place for God’s moral law in the life of the believer. Her position is called “antinomianism” – “against the law”. This view was particularly upsetting to the Puritans because it undermined the entire moral, social, and political basis of New England society itself. Doubling aggravating to Puritan Ministers was her open criticism of their sermons, and her claim that her teachings were the direct result of the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

     In Europe, such individuals would most likely would have been imprisoned or burned at the stake. American Puritans were slightly more lenient and simply had Anne excommunicated and banished from the colony. Five years later she and her 5 children were killed in an Indian raid. It was considered by some, “her just dessert”.

Roger Williams was a brilliant thinker, and a graduate of Cambridge, and sometimes a minister in both Boston and Salem. “As a strict Separatist, Williams criticized Puritan congregations for having fellowship with the Church of England. He also criticized the whole system of church/state relations”. Unlike the Puritans, he believed that civil authorities should not enforce religious beliefs. He said, “God no longer has a national people, the Jews, but now He has only a congregational people made up of many nations”. The State only has the right by God to regulate the material affairs of life.

     God is the Lord of the conscience, he said. Religious coercion is never justified. At the time when Church attendance was required by everyone in the colony and outward conformity to the beliefs and rules of the church were demanded, the very idea of religious liberty undermined the entire foundation of the Puritan’s control over New England society.

     Rogers was found guilty of spreading “diverse new and dangerous opinions” and was exiled from Massachusetts. He wandered southward in the bitter winter season where he arrived in Narragansett Bay and purchased a parcel of land from the Indians. There he established a new settlement, which he called “Providence” since God’s providence had guided him through great distress.

     Williams became the founder of Rhode Island, the first colony established on the principle of religious liberty. After the American Revolution the 1st Amendment of the American Constitution restricted the State from making any law prohibiting the free exercise of Religion.

The First Great Awakening - Eventually, as a new generation arose, the fervency of the original vision faded. The children of the Puritans had benefited from their parent’s success, but their heart’s desire for God seemed to diminish. Puritan preachers bemoaned the loss of fervor and zeal in their churches. It was about the time when religious devotion was at a new low that a series of religious revivals swept the American colonies between 1739-1745.

The Two Catalyst Preachers of the First Great Awakening:

1) The Theologian Jonathan Edwards
2) The Evangelist George Whitefield
Jonathan Edwards is American’s greatest theologian. He was the son and grandson of a congregational minister. “Edwards was an evangelical Calvinist. No one before or since has written so deeply, or with great clarity, on the themes of election, predestination, and justification by faith... He had a great love for and an almost mystical devotion, to Jesus Christ”… Edwards was a complete stranger to that separation of “heart” and “head”.

     The Great Awakening came to Northampton in 1734 while Edwards was preaching a series of doctrinal sermons. In a course of one year 300 people were converted. The revival spread to other towns in the Connecticut Valley then throughout the rest of New England. About the same time, Awakening seemed to breakout almost simultaneously in the Middle and Southern Colonies. The Awakening was flamed by the preaching of George Whitefield throughout the American Colonies. In Philadelphia, Whitefield preached to a crowd of 20,000.

The Results of the First Great Awakening:

1) 10% of the population was converted, about 300,000 people.

2) The importance of personal experiential faith became a defining characteristic of the evangelical tradition.

3) Revivalism became the major method of evangelism.

4) Rise of new educational institutions: Princeton, Brown.

5) The growth of the mainline denominations: Baptist, Presbyterian, and later Methodist.

6) A new kind of interdenominational evangelicalism – cooperation between denominations to support Bible societies, missionary movements, and benevolent works.

7) A stress on missions to the Indians and Blacks.

8) A stress on social consciousness (i.e., slavery).

God is the cause of any Awakening. We should strive for the catalytic factors and pray that God will bring revival.

Catalytic Factors in Religious Awakenings:

1) Prayer - private and group.

2) Mobilized lay workers - prepared by the clergy.

3) Proclamation - layman as well.

4) Visitation - helping people and families.

5) Discipline - a sense of holiness and moral awareness.

     The marks of an Awakening are not judged by how many people responded to the Gospel, but how it reaches into the culture and transforms that culture.


The Modern Period extends from the beginning of the French Revolution to the end of Communist Revolution. During the age of revolution the story of the church is one of contrasts: expansion and declivity; separations and unifications; religious liberty and severe persecution.

The Gospel has been preached in more nations and to more ethnic groups in the last 200 years than in the previous 1800 years. Church growth has exploded around the world. Meanwhile in Europe and more recently in America the church influence in society has been greatly reduced. As many churches among the mainline denominations drifted from the fundamentals of the faith, compromise and apathy set in, and contributed to a huge decline in membership over the last 50 years. Every denomination has seen at least one major split (primarily over slavery) and many minor splits (usually over the modernization of theology or methods). At the same time a cry of unity has brought some of the groups back together, not primarily by a common theology, but usually over social concerns or organizational efficiency.

      Nearly every Western country saw an expansion of religious liberty as any and all religions are accepted, for all roads lead to God. In many countries were Christianity has seen the most growth, has also seen the most oppositions and persecution. Imprisonment, torture, and death have been common.

William Carey is known as the father of modern missions. He initiated what few had attempted and laid a foundation of a renewed commitment of evangelical missions throughout the world. His idea to evangelize non-European pagan people was revolutionary, for he believed the Great Commission had not yet been fulfilled. Many Christians at the time believed that the Commission had been fulfilled by the Apostles and no longer applied. For Carey it was not just an idea, but also an idea he put into practice by devoting 41 years of his life in India. His words and more so his work, expanded missionary mindedness in the west.

     Carey was a poor English cobbler by trade, but amazing taught himself Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and Dutch. He had an unusual concern for the world and tried to persuade his fellow Baptist that they should pray for the conversion of those who had never heard the name of Jesus.

     He preached a famous sermon based on Isaiah 54:1-5, “Let us expect great things from God and attempt great things for God”. He published his ideas in a book, “An Enquiry into the Obligations of Christians to Use Means for the Conversion of the Heathen”. We must pray, plan, give and go. Carey’s Enquiry became the manifesto of the modern missionary movement.

     On June 13th, 1793 Carey, his wife Dorothy, her sister, and their four children set sail for India. Carey spent the next 41 years evangelizing, educating, and translating the Bible in Bengali and other Indian languages. He did not see his first convert for seven years. After many years on his own, some fellow missionaries joined him at Serampore, where they preached the Gospel, planted churches, built schools and worked to overcome inhumane practices such as, throwing infants into the Ganges river and Sati, the burning alive of widows.

     Carey’s mission to India was a catalyst for a great missionary awakening throughout the entire body of Christ. Precisely 100 years after Carey proposed that all Christian denominations should come together for world evangelism, such a gathering took place in 1910, at the first International Missionary Conference at Edinburgh.

Declivity - As Christianity spread around the world at a new phenomenal pace, a series of spiritual and theological crisis arose in the western church, which was to threaten its very existence. The Enlightenment came to full bloom in Modern Religious Liberalism, which unleashed new forms of attack and criticism on traditional Christianity.

· Atheist Philosophers Marx and Engels exhorted people to unite against traditional Christian beliefs and replace the God of the Church with the god of the Human State. The attack was renewed again after WW II with Nietzsche’s “God is dead”.

· A failed seminary student Charles Darwin reintroduced the old pagan cosmological view of evolution back into western thought. Evolution showed that God was not needed.

· Sigmund Freud told the world that the human soul was devoid of any spiritual significance.

     These leading thinkers left the modern man with a cold, harsh, and meaningless existence. Man was a mere machine, whose sole purpose was “the survival of the fittest”. Richard Niebuhr characterized the liberalizing of theology as, “A God without wrath brought men without sin into a kingdom without judgment through the ministrations of a Christ without a cross”.

Karl Barth was a young pastor in Switzerland who preached sermons within the sounds of gunfire of WWI. He spoke of a new kind of theology. The liberal theology, he had been taught in the finest German universities, was inadequate to deal with the crisis that engulfed him and the church. In despair, he returned (partially) to the witness of the Reformation and to the Bible. The Rationalist had removed the Supernatural from the Bible. Barth reinserted God back in, but in a new way. Barth’s God was utterly transcendent and cannot be known until He breaks in on human beings in a crisis experience. Barth simply applied Kierkeggard’s existentialism to revelation and how one encounters God.

Barth’s Workable Approach - The Bible while fallible, contains the word of God and becomes the word of God whenever it speaks to the reader. The Bible has errors and cannot be taken objectively or literally, but God still speaks through it, though in a subjective manner.



Barth’s compromise became known as “Neo-Orthodoxy”

The Fundamentalists were those who stood for the essential doctrines of Historical Christianity against the liberalizing or modernizing of theology. There were “Five Fundamental Doctrines” around which the battle raged:

1) Inerrancy of Scripture 

2) The Virgin Birth of Christ

3) Substitutionary Atonement

4) Physical Resurrection

5) Physical Return of Christ

     In the 1920’s, a war of words and control over the American mainline denominations occurred between the Fundamentalist and the Non-Supernaturalist. When the smoke cleared each group for the most part went there separate ways. The Modernist took control of the denominations and their colleges, while the Fundamentalists split off and began their own denominations and Seminaries. The more liberal denominations have seen a sharp decline in membership, while the Conservative denominations have seen a growth in membership. I.e.: the United Methodist lost 1,150,000 members between 1960 and 1979.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a close friend of Karl Barth. Like Barth he denounced the paganism and anti-Semitism of the Nazi. He served as the director of an underground seminary, training pastors for an alternative church, known as the “Confessing Church” after the Nazi took over the Lutheran Church. During the war he became involved in a conspiracy to assassinate Hitler. After a failed attempt the plot was uncovered and Bonhoeffer was imprisoned. Eventually he was executed in Flossenberg Concentration camp for his part in the plot and for smuggling Jews out of Germany. In his book “The Cost of Discipleship”, Bonhoeffer wrote, “When Jesus Christ calls a man to follow Him, He calls him to take up his cross and die”.

Sever Persecution continued in every Communist country throughout the later half of the 20th century. The persistent and faithful witness of Christians in the former Soviet Union and sister countries is said by some to be the primary factor in Communism’s demise. Persecution still persists in Hindu and Moslem countries, China, Cuba and many African countries.

United Again - After WWII numerous Protestant groups gathered in Amsterdam to form the World Council of Churches. The contemporary ecumenical movement began in 1910 at a missionary conference. An Anglican invited “all Christians which accepted Jesus Christ as God and Savior to join over questions pertaining to faith and order. When they meet at a Conference after WWI delegates claimed to have achieved 85% agreement on doctrinal issues. In 1925, a more liberal group meet at a “Life and Work” Conference. They focused more on social reforms. The two conferences merged to form the World Council of Churches.

Evangelicalism is a vital force of Christianity in the west. In 1942 a group of conservative Protestant church leaders met to form the National Association of Evangelicals. They were unhappy with the narrow separatism of the some of their fellow conservatives the feudin’, fightin’, fussin’, Fundamentalists. They were also wary of the liberal drift and compromising theology of the religious left. They formed a middle way between these two extremes. Numerous entrepreneurial ministries and par church organizations today have shaped the distinctive witness of evangelical Christians.

The Three Great Leaders of Evangelicalism

· Carl F. Henry - favored a positive engagement with the culture and contemporary social life and defended a high view of Biblical inspiration.

· C. S. Lewis - a renowned scholar of English literature produced numerous popular books on apologetics and the Christian life.

· Billy Graham - has had a long and productive ministry sticking to his constant theme of salvation by grace through personal faith in Jesus Christ.

     What lies before us is what always lies before every generation of Christians -- to preserve and defend the faith in love until Christ returns to establish the fullness of His kingdom.

What’s Next?

 
     These circumstances assisted Christians to spread the gospel throughout the Roman Empire. Christianity was a missionary movement with a worldwide vision and universal message. 





     The Gnostics believed that Jesus only appeared to be a real human being. The Apostles’ Creed reaffirmed that Jesus was not just a spirit, but also a real human person. The Nicene Creed resolved the question of how the Son was related to the Father. The Church Fathers concluded that:





“God is one in essence or being, three in Person; Jesus Christ is one Person in two natures”








Non-Reason / Subjective = Faith and Meaning








Reason / Objective = Fact and No Meaning
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